For Abby, without whom this book never would have been written, and for Soren who provided the last bit of motivation needed to finish it. 
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Appendix: Glossary of Burmese and Buddhist Terms 200 Bibliography 206 Index 221 this process, from PhD research to the dissertation to this book in its present form. I acknowledge many of those people below, though the list is not as long as it should be. Most scholars of Myanmar have avoided publishing the names of those who have assisted them in the country so as not to endanger friends and colleagues. Even though Myanmar is currently in the midst of a transition in a democratic direction, I am reluctant to name those people who live in the country who have helped me with my work because this transition is by no means certain and a book about Buddhism and politics could still be seen as a threatening subject, especially in the context of so much anxiety related to the protection of Buddhism. I look forward to a time when acknowledging the invaluable assistance that I received from many Burmese friends and colleagues does not carry so much risk for their well-being. I must share the credit for any insights in the book with all of these people; any errors are, of course, my own.
My interest in Burmese Buddhism began years ago during a meditation retreat at Kyaswa Kyaung in Myanmar. Sayadaw U Lakkhana, Steven Smith, and Carol Wilson taught the dhamma in a way that immediately engaged me and made me feel at home in the practice, aided by Jake Davis' able interpreting. I have also been fortunate to practice at Chan Myay Yeiktha in Yangon. For support in early stages of my academic career I owe a great deal of thanks to Steve Chamberlain, John Burdick, and Elizabeth Cohen. I hope that Elizabeth can see the roots of this research in the early comparative work I did in her seminar.
I was fortunate to have a dissertation committee at the University of Washington made up of people who were willing to help me explore this subject that was, in some ways, new to all of us. I could not ask for a better chair or mentor than Christine Di Stefano. She provided subtle guidance and space for me to grow intellectually at my own pace, extensive feedback on my work and, just as important, unfailing support through the viii Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-15569-5 -Buddhism, Politics and Political Thought in Myanmar Matthew J. Walton Frontmatter More Information www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press inevitable challenging periods. Jamie Mayerfeld has provided a model of engaged public scholarship that I hope to emulate in my own career. He has always been willing to dive into challenging and unfamiliar topics to help me think through my research and I have greatly appreciated his helpful comments and positivity. Steve Hanson joined my project early on and has continued to ask challenging questions in thoughtful and compassionate ways and pushed me to work harder as a thinker. I am grateful that Biff Keyes was willing to join my committee at a critical moment, despite his impending retirement at the time. His body of work and breadth of knowledge about Southeast Asia and Buddhism are truly remarkable and I feel fortunate to have had an opportunity to work closely with him. Although Mary Callahan was not on my dissertation committee, she was one of my field examiners and has had a strong influence on my academic career. I am thankful to her for the contacts and support in my early years as a scholar of Myanmar and for setting an example of excellent scholarship and expecting the same of me.
I have also been fortunate in working with many of the best Burmese teachers in the world. Daw Than Than Win was my first Burmese language instructor at the University of Washington. Her skill and patience as a teacher helped me to get a strong foundation in this challenging language. She also tolerated my hilarious attempts at discussing postmodernism in Burmese and the threat of her ruler when I made a mistake was motivation to continue studying. I only studied with U Saw Tun for one summer but appreciated his kindness and skill as an instructor; I am also grateful to him for checking the Burmese spellings and translations in this text. I also had only a brief time to study with Saya John Okell, but even that was enough to understand the high regard in which everyone in Burma Studies holds him as a teacher. He remained supportive and good-natured even as I persisted in talking about his least favorite topic in the world, Buddhist meditation. In Yangon, I was fortunate to have several skilled teachers who made my lessons both enjoyable and productive. Even though I do not name them here they should know that this work would not have been possible without them. One in particular was not only an outstanding teacher but also a treasured friend. Our many discussions about Buddhism continue to be helpful to me, not only as I develop my research but as I continue in my own practice.
John Buchanan initiated me into the fellowship of Burma-ologists and has been an incomparable friend and colleague. He blazed trails for fellowships and housing in Yangon, was generous in introducing me to his contacts, and has provided feedback throughout the process. Patrick McCormick welcomed my wife Abby and me to Yangon, has helped constantly throughout my research, and has been a great temporary roommate and teashop companion. Jayde Roberts also generously shared insights from her previous experience living in Yangon. Charlie Carstens has been a close friend and colleague who shares a deep interest in Burmese Buddhism and who has provided extensive feedback on my work, including detailed comments on the dissertation. I will not name two dear friends who live in Yangon but they have both been unfailingly generous with their time and resources and provided access to many texts that were impossible to find elsewhere. Kit Young has been a wonderful friend and colleague both in Myanmar and in Washington, DC; she graciously opened her home (with generator) to us after Cyclone Nargis. Ian Holliday has been a close friend and influential mentor whose generosity in providing professional advice and opportunities I hope to be able to emulate in my own career. Rose Metro has been a great friend and traveling companion who always seems to have dhamma wisdom to share. I have received a great deal of support from other scholars of Myanmar, Buddhism, and Comparative Political Theory. I am grateful to John Badgley, Bob Taylor, and Ian Harris for taking the time to read and give comments on the dissertation and book. Ian has been a pioneer in the study of Buddhism and politics and his death has left the field without one of its greatest figures. Dorothy Guyot introduced me to my Burmese "intern" in Yangon who provided valuable assistance in transcribing materials and discussing my research. In writing this dissertation I am following in the intellectual footsteps of Gustaaf Houtman and he has been very encouraging of my project, which attempts to build on his pioneering work in many ways. At the 2012 Tung Lun Kok Yuen Conference: Buddhism and the Political Process at the University of Toronto, Koko Kawanami and Alicia Turner, along with other participants, provided helpful and supportive comments on a draft of Chapter 6. Leigh Jenco has been both encouraging and supportive as I make my way in the emerging subfield of Comparative Political Theory and has provided an example of excellent scholarship in her own work. My colleagues in the Political Science department at the University of Washington helped to make my graduate career immensely enjoyable as well as intellectually stimulating. Glenn Mackin and Chip Turner provided examples of collegiality and scholarship that I hope to emulate. Larry Cushnie, Heather Pool, James Chamberlain, Brad Epperly, Nimah Mazahari, Seth Greenfest, Adrian Sinkler, Will d'Ambruoso, Brandon Bosch, Jason Lambacher, Amanda Fulmer and Deepa Bhandaru were all great friends, roommates, bandmates, and/or officemates, and many of them provided comments on the dissertation. I benefited from the UW Jackson School's strong Southeast Asia Center and especially from Christoph Giebel, Sara Van Fleet and Tom Gething. The participants at the Southeast Asia Center Graduate Student Conference gave helpful feedback on an early draft of my prospectus, particularly Carlo Bonura, Penny Edwards, Eric Tagliacozzo, and Hoang Ngo. In the Department of Political Science, Ann Buscherfeld, Meera Roy, and particularly Susanne Recordon provided administrative support throughout my time at UW.
In Chiang Mai and in Washington, DC, Christina Fink and Win Min were wonderful and supportive friends; Win Min also assisted with my reading of Aung San and Ledi Sayadaw. In Mae Sot I benefited from the help of many people, most significantly Ashin Issariya (King Zero) of the Best Friend Library and Aung Khine, who introduced me around and gave me very helpful feedback on my own work. In Washington, DC. Kenneth and Betty Way took me under their wing and introduced me around the Burmese community, providing a community of fellowship at the Burmese monastery in Maryland. Kyaw Kyaw Thein and I became quick friends due to our similar personalities and interests; he also checked my Burmese spellings and translations. My regular conversations with him enriched my work and sustained me through many of the challenges of writing the dissertation.
I have been blessed with equally supportive colleagues in my current post as Aung San Suu Kyi Senior Research Fellow in Modern Burmese Studies at St Antony's College, University of Oxford. I arrived around the same time as a group of young scholars of Southeast Asia and the reading group that we formed provided feedback that turned a lengthy dissertation into a much more focused book. Many thanks go to Kevin Fogg, Ma Khin Mar Mar Kyi, Claudio Sopranzetti, and Petra Mahy. Kevin in particular has read and commented on every chapter. St Antony's College has been a welcoming and collegial environment and special thanks go to the Warden, Margaret MacMillan, the Director of the Asian Studies Centre, Faisal Devji, and Timothy Garton Ash. Richard Gombrich made me welcome from the start in Oxford's Buddhist studies community. Lucy Rhymer has been a patient and supportive editor at CUP and I am also grateful for the extensive comments provided by two anonymous reviewers that significantly helped to strengthen the book's arguments.
My parents, Lenny Walton and Linda Gort, have been wonderful examples of compassionate action in the world. They have always encouraged my curiosity and intellectual development and gave me the opportunity to travel around the world early in life so that trips to Southeast Asia seemed exciting rather than daunting. I cannot thank them enough for their continued support. My son Soren arrived just at the time when I needed additional motivation to finish the revised manuscript and I thank him for that push. Finally, my wife Abby Vogus has lived this book alongside me. She tolerated a "provisional honeymoon" in Myanmar to support my language study and an additional year of separation during my fieldwork. She has read and edited almost everything I have written and her sharp eye has helped me to be a more concise and less verbose writer. Most importantly, she's encouraged me when I needed encouragement, prodded me when I needed motivation, kept me to my deadlines when I needed to focus, and loved and supported me throughout the entire process. I am eternally grateful to her. 
